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Washington Post Stat! Writer 

w5iections by western zovernors to - 
tha amount of their land neaded ivr: 
ia proposed cement trench system to | 
bse the planned 200 new MX mobile - 
(CBMs has led the Pentagon to aban: | 
don that idea and prooose another, 2c: 
eording to Defense Department offi 
cial. 

Last month, President Carter an- | 
counced his decision to build and de. | 
ploy the $30 billion-plus land-based in- 
terecontinental missile system and 
raaxe It mobile so it would not be vil- - 
nerable to a Soviet first-strike attack, 

But finding a basing mode that 
would hide the giant WX missiles. yet 
stil make them available jor the Sovi.! 
ats to count under SALT IT Provi-. 
sions, has proved difficult, 

Tho task has been further compli-: 
cated by a need to meet both the pol 
Utical and environmental desires of} 
the residents of Nevada, Utah, Ari! 
zona and New Mexico, where the mis! 
silas are to be located, : ! 

The newest basing. favorite, accord: 
Ing to one Detense official, seems to: 
satisty everyone’s needs, though it has: 
emerged only in the past month after 
earlier proposals fell by the wayside, 

As how envisioned, each MX missile: 
would ride on a transporter-launcher: 
On a race track-shaped roadway inat! 
wowd have 20 to 25 protective cement - 
shelters on side roads,. or spurs, some } 
liz miles apart. : i 

The race tracks—probably in groups; 
of four—would be located in valleys, 1 
primarily on government-owned land. 5 

The missile on-its transporter would 
move ffom shelter to shelter in an ir. 
regular pattern and-would have- the 
ability to“dash™ from one-shelter to an 
distant one if there-was- warning of an- 
attack: . on oe ee ry i 2 . sew wi 

Lhe roofs of the shelters could he | 
pulled back to. show-that.there was 
only one missile on: gach race track. 

The only fenced-off portion of the 
new system would-be the 2 to 2% 
aores around each cement shelter that 
might, or might not, contain the trav» 
eling MX missile. “*>~"-- ag 

A Defense official“ said yesterday ' 
that the main-tircular road on which ! 
the missile and its transporter would | 
travel “would be open to the public, | 
to recreational: vehicles, campers and! 
others” and could be used “to connect | 
the extremities of the valleys.” ae 

When the missile and transporter 
were moving, he added, they would be 
covered by a “shield vehicle.” And 
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inside a shelter, the “shiel vehicle”! 


woud he varked, so the MX system: 
would be, he said, “spy-proof and the 
Soviets could never tell where the 
real missile was.” ; i 
The official said he hoped a Presi: 
dential Policy Review Committee, 
would approve the basing system next ' 
week so that Defense Secretary Ha. 
cold Brown could: take it to the White, 
House, | 
_An MX basing decision by Carter| 
has been forecast for Aug. 1, accord- 
ing to congressional sources, . 
Selection of the big- MX missile and, 
establishment of a basing plan have) 
been considered important in helping ! 
the administration get approval for: 
SALT IIL : 
Carter Is seeking about $1 billion 
from Congress in fiscal 1980 funds for 
MX research and development. And 
aithough a final decision on a basing| 
system is not necessary for anotheri 
year, setting up a program would Len4 
assure senators concerned that MX! 
Support, like that for the Bl bomber, 
may be only temporary. - 
1X basing studies have gone on for! 
years, and several plans have been; 
publicly promoted only to be dropped. i 
The first idea was called the “shell: 
game”—take one MX missile and| 
move it clandestinely among 20 holes. 
in the ground. That was ruled out b i 
the White House Because U.S. intelli! 
gence Officials sal tne Soviets, 
adopted the same system, tha United | 
Statey COWd HOE be certain the Sovi. 
ets had only one missile ins uch...a| 


In May, the Pentagon hastily turned 
to the trench: notion—running- one 
missile - between 40. launch sites: on | 
tracks on a 20-mile long trench. It wag 
the favorite system when on. June 8, 4 
Carter declared he would ‘80 ahead ° 
with the big: new land-based missile | 
System. en ye ee ky | 


